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“It is currently reported, aud generally believed; that the grand secretary Li 


Hung-chang has received an imperial dercee directing him to proceed to Chefoo 
to confer with me} If this be true, it may bein my power before many days to 
inform your Lordship thatthe Chinese government is repared to offer terms 
that, in my opinion, it would not be inexpedient for Her Majesty’s government 
to accept; but if negotiatoins were again broken off then ‘‘Her Majesty’s gove- 
rnmext could dictate terims.’’ T. Wade to Lord Derbny Aug. 7th, 1876, p. SS. 
H. B. Morse, The Internationa! Relationsof the Chinese Empire, Vol. U.p. 299. 
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That for the disposal of British goods, and for an iucreased supply of raw 
materials suited tothe mauufacturing requirements cf the United kingdom, no such 
“new field exists as hes been offered since the year 1852 jk'##!—4F by the extensive, 
populous aud productive south-western provinces of China, and the south-eastern 
Shan States which intervene between them and the no1th-east frontier of British 
Burma on the Salween river. 1 

That although Great Britain has had commericial intercourse with China 
for a very long period, yet British goods have only been exported to that Empire in 
very limited quantities compared with its vast extent and numerous population, 
Lecause those-goods have only been sent through the ports of the very distant sea- 
board of China. (Petition from the Halifax Chamber of Commerce to the House 
of Commons presented py Lord Frederick Cavendish) 4 August 1873.) 

That while Shanghai, the most central and important of those ports. is dis- 
tant, by river or road, 2; 400 miles 2 from the western frontier of China proper; 
and has no trade with the south-western provinces, that Chinese frontier has been 
distant, since 1852, less than 300 miles» by land, from the before- named British 
Burmam north-east frontier. 


1 Letter of the Huddersfic1 | Chamber of Commerce to the First Lord of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, dated 4 May 1899; and its accompanying Sth memorial 
from that Chamber; alsu the 60 memorials from other Chambers; since the Ist 
from Manchesterin 1860. (5lue Books, Papers Relative to Proposed Commu- 
nication between Rangoon and Western China. 258) A» 1°2.) 


2 Touis de Carne’s “Travels in Hindo-China and the Chinese Empires 1866» 
1267 aud 1868.” 
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1. Cembridge History of Indias Vol. VI. pp. 435-436. Macmillan Company >(1923). 
2s 1 bid Vols ESP 437: 
| 3. Cambridge History of British Foreign Policy, by Wood and G. P. Gooch Vol. 
UI. p. 193. 
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4. Cambridge History of India, Vol. VI. p. 437. 

5. Cambridge History of British Foreign Policy, Vol. III. p. 194. 

6. Ibid. Vol. I. p. 522. : 

7. Ibid. Vol. III. p. 195. Despatch of Lord Salisbury to Lord Lyons: September 
28; 1885. 
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9. Cambridge History of India, Vol. VI. pp. 435-436. 
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Hi) HP #83. Cambridge History of India, Vol. XI. p. 438. 
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Gambridve History of India, Vol. V1. p. 438. 
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